Monday, May 11, 2009
NCAA DIVISION III NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
COMPETING TEAMS
BABSON COLLEGE

Location: Babson Park, MA
Nickname: Beavers

Head Coach: Matt Noone, 7th year (current record: 157-120)

Seed: No. 8


NCAA Appearance (last): 2nd (2004)
NCAA Tournament Record: 0-2 (.000)

National Championships:  0
New England Championships 0
Conference: New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference  (NEWMAC)
How selected: NEWMAC tournament champion

Notable: The Beavers return to the Eastern Baseball Stadium to make their second NCAA appearance, looking for their first tournamentwin. In 2004, Babson was seeded fourth in this tournament here. Babson is one of two NEWMAC teams in the tournament, joining at-large selection WPI. Seeded fourth in the NEWMAC tournament, Babson defeated perennial champion Wheaton College twice, as well as MIT twice to take its second conference title in five years. Three of the four wins came by a total of five runs. Since winning eight of its first ten, Babson has dropped 14 of its last 16, including three of its last four since capturing its first NEWMAC title. Pitcher Andrew Aizenstadt (7-1-1, 2.08) repeated as a first-team all-conference selection and was joined by second-team picks outfielder Bryan Evans (.344) and second baseman Billy Besinger (.413). 
EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
Location: Willimantic, CT
Nickname: Warriors
Head Coach: Bill Holowaty, 41st year (current record: 1,284-472-6)

NCAA Tournament Record: 109-57 (.657)
Seed: No. 1


NCAA Appearance (last): 30th (2008)

National Championships (last): 4 (2002)

New England Championships (last): 7 (2007)
Conference: Little East Conference (LEC)
How selected: LEC tournament champion

Notable: The Warriors bring a season-high 14 game winning streak into action, having won this tournament each of the last four times in which they have competed. Eastern has won this tournament all three times it has hosted the game at the Eastern Baseball Stadium. Seeded 2nd in the LEC tournament, Eastern defeated No. 3 seed and defending champion Keene State and No. 1 seed and No. 1 nationally-ranked Southern Maine once. The Warriors batted .391 with 7 HRs and 74 total bases in winning their 7th LEC title in 13 years and each starting pitcher went the first seven innings. Shawn Gilblair was named MVP of the Little East Tournament for the third time in four years. He batted .538 with 8 RBI and 5 runs in three games. He also went 7 innings on the mound to defeat Southern Maine. Other top Eastern hitters in the tournament were Jim Schult, Melvin Castillo, Joe Cousineau and Rob Perry. Schult batted .500 (7-for-14) with three home runs, 17 total bases and 8 RBI; Castillo batted.500 (6-for-12) with 2 HRs and 8 RBI; Cousineau.444 (4-for-9), and Perry .357 (5-for-14). 
HUSSON UNIVERSITY

Location: Bangor, ME
Nickname: Eagles
Head Coach: Jason Harvey, 2nd year (current record: 47-35-2)

NCAA Tournament Record: 0-0 

Seed: No. 7


NCAA Appearance 1st
Conference: North Atlantic Conference  (NAC)
How selected: NAC tournament champion

Husson faces in-state foe Southern Maine in its first-round matchup in the second meeting of the season between those two teams. Southern Maine won, 4-1, in early-April against Husson, the Eagles’ only loss in a span of 18 games. USM holds a 39-9 advantage in the series. The Eagles staged a monumental comeback in the championship game of the NAC tournament at Glens Falls, NY to earn their first NCAA tournament berth, qualifying under second-year head coach Jason Harvey. Needing one win over 2008 champion Castleton State, Husson lost the first one, 7-3, and trailed by two runs with two out in the ninth inning of the deciding game before rallying. With two out and a runner on first in the ninth inning, Husson loaded the bases on a walk and hit batter before Dennis Graham stroked a game-tying two-run double, and Jeff Miller scored the tournament-ending run on a wild pitch. Sophomore centerfielder Tom Crews (6-for-14) was named tournament MVP and was joined on the all-tournament team by Ryan Arsenault and Nick Arthers. Husson features 18 freshmen and sophomores on its roster.  Nick Arthers (.433) leads the way with 11 home runs, 120 total bases and 64 RBI.
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE

Location: Gorham, ME
Nickname: Huskies
Head Coach: Ed Flaherty, 24th year (current record: 724-308-3)

NCAA Tournament Record: 52-34 (.605)
Seed: No. 2


NCAA Appearance (last): 18th (2008)
National Championships (last): 2 (1997)


New England Championships (last): 6 (2001)

Conference: Little East Conference 

How selected: At-Large
Entering last week as the nation’s No.1-ranked team, Southern Maine is a two-time national champion and five-time regional winner. The Huskies look for their first New England  title since 2001. Seeded first in its conference tournament, Southern Maine was eliminated in three games, but brings a team .345 batting average into its 18th NCAA tourney. Six regulars bat .350 or higher, led by Anthony D’Alfonso (.436) and Chris Burleson (.414). As a team, USM has swiped 94 bases. An All-America, Burleson also has 27 stolen bases, with Ryan Pike having totaled 21 and Mike Eaton 19. D’Alfonso missed his team’s final conference tournament game with an injury. Tim Therrian (9-0, 3.48) is one of six undefeated starting pitchers in the tournament. Eaton is 4-0 with 4 saves, 33 strikeouts and only 2 walks in 26 1/3 innings and a staff-leading 1.37 ERA. During the year, USM won 17 straight and 28 of 30 and has scored ten or more runs in 25 of 42 games. The club has lost consecutive games only twice this year, the second time coming in the LEC tournament. 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY

Location: Boston, MA
Nickname: Rams
Head Coach: Cary McConnell, 14th year (current record: 358-192)
NCAA Tournament Record: 5-6 (.455)
Seed: No. 5


NCAA Appearance (last): 4th (2005)
National Championships 0


New England Championships 0
Conference: Great Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC)
How selected: GNAC tournament champion
Suffolk won a winner-take-all conference tournament title game more than two weeks ago over defending champion St. Joseph’s (ME) to reach the New England tournament for the first time since 2005. After outslugging St. Joseph’s, 22-21 in the conference tournament winners’ bracket Suffolk gave away a four-run lead and lost by a run in the first game of the championship series, then routed the host Monks, 15-6, later that day. Mark Addesa was named the tournament MVP after batting .350 in four games. Addesa plated the winning run in an opening win over Albertus Magnus. He was 7-for-20 with 9 runs, 6 RBI and had 9 putouts and 20 assists in the field. Other Suffolk all-tournament selections included Rory Gentile (.444, 2 HRs, 11 RBI), Bobby Barrett (.411, 8 RBI, grand slam), and pitcher Alex Torres. Torres pitched a complete-game six-hitter in the clinching victory.  Gentile has stolen 25 bases, Paul Vittozzi 22. Tim Doyle is one of the tournament’s most accomplished pitchers, having won all 7 of his decisions with a 1.74 ERA and forms an impressive 1-2 punch with Dan Delia (7-1-3, 3.89). A winner of 15 of 16 at one points, Suffolk has played four New England teams who have qualified for the NCAA tournament, beating Westfield, Babson and Western New England and losing to Trinity. 
TRINITY COLLEGE

Location: Hartford, CT
Nickname: Bantams
Head Coach: Bill Decker, 19th year (current record: 451-192)

NCAA Tournament Record: 20-13 (.606)

Seed: No. 3


NCAA Appearance (last): 8th (2008)
National Championships (last): 1 (2008)


New England Championships (last): 2 (2008)
Conference: New England Small College Athletic Conference 

How selected: NESCAC tournament champion

Trinity is one of three competing teams to be ranked No.1 nationally this season and to have won a national championship. Last year, the Bantams came within a whisker of an unbeaten season, but recovered from their only loss in the first game of the national championship series with Johns Hopkins to post a dramatic win in the national title game. Trinity withstood 12 errors in its last two conference tournament wins to claim its second straight conference title Sunday morning. Sean Killeen hit an eighth-inning grand slam to snap a tie in a 7-3 win over Tufts in the title game. It was the second home run of the game for Killeen, who had four this and five RBI in the championship game. Jeremiah Bayer (10-0-1, 0.49 ERA) pitched a five-hit complete game against Williams to send Trinity into the final. Bayer is ranked among the top five nationally in wins, ERA (first) and least hits allowed per game. Trinity had won ten straight and 14 of 15 heading into the final regular-season game of the year. The Bantams are batting .357 with a 2.85 ERA. 
Killeen is rated among the national top ten in slugging (.908) and on-base percentage (.586). He has 11 home runs and 15 doubles. Kent Graham is also batting over .400 at .429, with ten home runs and 13 doubles. Each has 50 RBI.
WESTFIELD STATE COLLEGE

Location: Westfield, MA
Nickname: Owls
Head Coach: Ray Arra, 5th year (current record: 96-88)

NCAA Tournament Record: 4-14 (.222)

Seed: No. 6


NCAA Appearance (last): 8th (2007)
National Championships 0
New England Championships (last): 0

Conference: Mass. State College Athletic Conference (MASCAC) 

How selected: MASCAC tournament champion
Westfield captured its second conference tournament championship in three years as the No. 4-seeded Owls upended top-ranked and defending champion Worcester State to earn a bid to its 8th NCAA tournament. Pushed to the brink by Worcester State with a loss to the Lancers earlier in the day, Westfield broke a sixth-inning tie on Ben Wager’s RBI double. Wagner had five hits and Ben Campbell four in the championship round. Three WSC infielders have earned all-conference honors this year. Campbell (.343), a first baseman, and Jeff Fields (.339) were both named to the first team, with Wagner (.386), a shortstop, a second-team choice. The Owls have played five games against teams qualifying for the NCAA tournament, defeating WPI, losing twice to Trinity and once to Suffok and shutting out Western New England. 
WPI

Location: Worcester, MA
Nickname: Engineers
Head Coach: Mike Callahan, 4th year (current record: 82-66-1)

NCAA Tournament Record: 0-0

Seed: No. 4


NCAA Appearance 1st
Conference: New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference  (NEWMAC)

How selected: At-Large

WPI engineered its first NCAA tournament berth as an at-large selection, its only losses in the last 15 games coming in the conference tournament. Since being eliminated by 2008 NEWMAC champion Wheaton, the Engineers have won six straight, the last two coming in the ECAC tournament against Becker and Worcester State. WPI swept Wheaton in the regular season and completed the regular season as the NEWMAC co-champion. WPI, which has already posted a season record for wins, has also won three of four against New England regional teams Babson, Trinity and Westfield, losing only to Westfield. Conor Fahey figures to be one of the best pitchers in the tournament, having won 8 of 9 decisions with 3 saves, a dazzling 1.22 ERA, 104 strikeouts and only 11 walks in 88 2/ 3 innings. Scott McNee is batting .388 with 11 home runs, 97 total bases and 14 stolen bases. Fahey and McNee shared MVP honors at the ECAC tournament. Fahey allowed only one run in eight innings of the championship game and McNee hit two home runs in the 10-1 win over cross-town rival Worcester.
